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March 13, 2020 

 

Dear Parents and Staff, 

 

With all the focus on the COVID-19 (Coronavirus) in the news, it is hard not to become anxious, worried, etc.   

Please know as a District, we are committed to doing all we can to provide a safe, healthy environment for our 

students and our staff.  The District is constantly monitoring information shared, including but not limited to the DPI 

(Dept. of Instruction—Health Division), Center for Disease Control (CDC), WI Health Dept., and the Sheboygan 

County Health Dept. 

 

In the news, you will see there are some schools in the state that are closing and even states surrounding Wisconsin 

have closed all schools.  Today the Sheboygan County Superintendents met with a Public Health Official from the 

Sheboygan County Health Department to get their guidance/advice on this situation.  Their strong recommendation, 

based on CDC guidelines, is they do NOT want the schools to close.  At this time, this is not a necessary 

precaution as Sheboygan County remains at a LOW risk for the transmission of this virus.  If/when this should 

change, they would notify us immediately.  We are following these recommendations of the Public Health Division of 

the Sheboygan County Health Department and the CDC and plan to keep our school open until we receive directions 

to do otherwise, either at the local or the State level. 

 

However, that does not mean we have not begun preparations IF this were to happen.  Discussions have taken place 

with staff on how instruction could best be delivered to our students – be it virtually, work packets, etc.  IF school 

should be closed for students, the first day (possibly two) would be non-instructional.  We would use this time for 

staff to prepare their lessons, get materials ready for virtual instruction, prepare instructional lessons/packets to be 

sent/emailed home, etc.  As a pre-caution, Chromebooks and chargers were sent home with all students in grades 2-5 

today (Friday).  Students in grades 6-12 should have been taking home their Chromebooks regularly already.  These 

devices will need to come back with students each day to school and then taken home again at night.   As stated—this 

is done as a precaution only.  We are planning to have school on Monday, but as you have seen in the news—things 

are very fluid and we all have to be willing to be flexible and adapt as the guidelines and regulations change.   

 

If there is a change, parents and staff would be notified via email and also through the BlackBoard Connect 

Emergency Alert System.  After the original notification, the District’s email system would be the avenue through 

which communication would continue and details of how instruction would take place would be sent via email and 

also posted on the school website.  If there is anyone who does not have internet access, please contact the school 

office so other arrangements can be made.  As a reminder, it is always the parents’ discretion on whether to send their 

child to school.  If any child has any underlying health concerns that may make them especially vulnerable to this 

virus, please contact your child’s principal. 

 

We are also following the additional guidelines recommended by the County and the State Health Department of 

cancelling/postponing out-of-state field trips, postponing events over 250 people, evaluating planned student 

activities/events on a case-by-case basis, etc.  And, we will continue to do so as long as directed.  In addition, extreme 

care has been taken to increase our cleaning and disinfectant routine—which has always been our standard practice 

during cold and flu season.  Disinfectant wipes are also readily available for staff, student and visitor use throughout 

the buildings. 
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There is currently no vaccine to prevent coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19). The best way to prevent illness is to 

avoid being exposed to this virus. As a reminder, the CDC always recommends the following everyday preventive 

actions to help prevent the spread of respiratory diseases, including flu and Coronavirus: 

 Avoid close contact with people who are sick. 

 Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth. 

 Stay home when you are sick. 

 Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue, then throw the tissue in the trash. 

 Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces using a regular household cleaning spray or wipe. 

 Follow CDC’s recommendations for using a facemask:  

o CDC does not recommend that people who are well wear a facemask to protect themselves from 

respiratory diseases, including COVID-19. 

o Facemasks should be used by people who show symptoms of COVID-19 to help prevent the spread of 

the disease to others. The use of facemasks is also crucial for health workers and people who are 

taking care of someone in close settings (at home or in a health care facility). 

 Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds, especially after going to the bathroom; 

before eating; and after blowing your nose, coughing, or sneezing.  

o If soap and water are not readily available, use an alcohol-based hand sanitizer with at least 60% 

alcohol. Always wash hands with soap and water if hands are visibly dirty. 

 

Also, if you and/or your family will be traveling to a location which is or becomes an area of concern, as listed with 

the CDC (see wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel/notices), please contact the Sheboygan County Health Department for advice 

regarding returning to work/school and follow the CDC recommended guidelines.  In addition to international travel 

restrictions, three states have been added to areas of higher rates of sustained community transmission and extreme 

caution should be followed if/when traveling to the following states:  New York, Washington or California.  

However, this list may also change with short notice. 

For the latest updates you can visit the Center for Disease Control website, www.CDC.gov  or the WI Dept. of Health 

Services (dhs.wisconsin.gov/disease/covid-19.htm). 

 

We will continue to work with state and local public health agencies to monitor the situation and keep you informed.   

 

Again, please know that we will do what we believe is in the best overall interest of our students, our families and our 

staff by following the advice of “professionals” in this field.  Feel free to reach out to me with any questions you may 

have.   

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Dr. Buechel Haack  (Ann) 
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